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SUBJECT: TASS CONTINUES ATTACK ON VOA AND USIA 

REF: (A) MOSCOW 2004, (B) MOSCOW 2042, (C) MOSCOW 2043 EXDIS 

1 . HARD ON THE HEELS OF GONCHAROV'S ATTACK ON VOA CARRIED BY 
TASS FEBRUARY 10 AND REPORTED REFTEL A, THERE APPEARED 
FEBRUARY 1 1 ANOTHER (UNSIGNED) COMMENTARY ON THE TASS WIRE 
DATELINED WASHINGTON AND AGAIN SINGLING OUT VOA, AND THIS 
TIME USIA AS WELL, FOR PARTICULAR VILLIFICATION. 

2. ENTITLED "CONFRONTATION IN THE USA", THE FEBRUARY 1 1 

ITEM OSTENSIBLY CONCERNS ITSELF WITH "A SHARP CONFRONTATION" 

IN THE UNITED STATES BETWEEN "THE FORCES OF REACTION AND 
MILITARISM" ON ONE SIDE AND "BROAD PUBLIC FORCES WHICH 
REALIZE HOW SENSELESS AND DANGEROUS IS THE ARMS RACE" ON 
THE SIDE OF THE ANGELS. AS SUCH, THIS WOULD BE JUST 
ANOTHER PIECE OF TASS BOILERPLATE ON THE "MYTH OF THE SOVIET 
THREAT" WERE IT NOT FOR ITS PARTICULAR FOCUS ON USIA AND VOA. 

3. IN SETTING THE STAGE FOR ITS EVENTUAL PRESENTATION OF THE 
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VIEW OF PARTICIPANTS IN A WASHINGTON SEMINAR SPONSORED BY A 
SO-CALLED "COALITION FOR A NEW FOREIGN POLICY," THE TASS 
PIECE CLAIMS THAT ENEMIES OF DETENTE IN THE WEST HAVE BEEN 
AND STILL ARE CARRYING ON "A FIERCE POLITICAL AND IDEOLOGICAL 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE BASIC PROPOSITIONS AND THE FUNDAMENTALS 
OF THE (HELSINKI) FINAL ACT." NOT ONLY FOR EXPORT, THIS 
CAMPAIGN IS ALLEGEDLY ALSO DIRECTED AGAINST AMERICANS 
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THEMSELVES, "POISONING THEIR MINDS FROM YEAR TO YEAR WITH 
ANTO-SOVIET PROPAGANDA." 

4. TO CARRY THIS "RABID ANTI-SOVIET AND ANTI-COMMUNIST 
CAMPAIGN ABROAD," THESE ENEMIES OF DETENTE MAKE USE OF 
"STATE BODIES, SUCH AS THE U.S. INFORMATION AGENCY (USIA), 

ACTING AS A COORDINATING CENTER OF ANTI-SOVIET 
PROPAGANDA, AND THE AGENCY-DIRECTED "VOICE OF AMERICA'," 

AS WELL AS THE EXPECTED PENTAGON AND CIA "MISINFORMATION 
SERVICES" AND PROFESSIONAL ANTI-SOVIETISTS." 

5. WITH THAT OFF ITS CHEST, TASS DEVOTES MUCH OF THE 
REMAINDER OF THE STORY TO THE COALITION FOR A NEW 
FOREIGN POLICY" CONFERENCE, CITING "PROFESSOR J. STONE, 

THE DIRECTOR OF THE AMERICAN SCIENTISTS FEDERATION" (SIC), 

DR. A. M. COX OF THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION, AND 
PROFESSOR E. REVENAL OF IOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY. ALL, 

OF COURSE, ARE QUOTED IN PITHY STATEMENTS ABOUT THE 
NON-EXISTENCE OF ANY SOVIET THREAT AND NEEDLESS AMERICAN 
DEFENSE EXPENDITURES. FINALLY, THE PIECE REFERS TO A 
"PEOPLES ACTION GROUP” PETITION AGAINST FUNDING THE B-l BOMBER. 

6. COMMENT: COUPLED WITH THE FEBRUARY 10 TASS COMMENTARY, 
THIS LATEST CRITICISM OF USIA-CUM-VOA PROVIDES SUPPORTING 
FIRE FOR THE MAIN ATTACK LAUNCHED IN THE FEBRUARY 12 ISSUE 
OF PRAVDA (REPORTED RES B AND C). ALTHOUGH HUMAN RIGHTS 
ARE NOT MENTIONED IN THE FEBRUARY 1 1 TASS PIECE, THE FAMILIAR 
CHARGES OF ANTI-SOVIETISM AND "ANTI-HF.LSTNKT-TSM" ARE. 

VOA, WHICH ON FEBRUARY 10 WAS "HOSTILE" AND "INTERFER(ING) 
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IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS" OF THE USSR, BY FEBRUARY 1 1 HAD 
BECOME AN ARM OF THE "COORDINATING CENTER OF ANTI-SOVIET 
PROPAGANDA." THAT "CENTER", USIA, WAS SINGLED OUT FOR THE 
FIRST DIRECT ATTACK IN THE PAST SEVERL YEARS - VOA 
OCCASIONALLY COMING IN FOR CRITICISM BUT NOT AS A 
COMPONENT OF USIA. THE AGENCY, AFTER RECENT FAVORABLE 
MENTION IN SOVIET PRESS TREATMENT OF EXHIBITS AND OTHER 
CULTURAL EXCHANGES, HAS AT LEAST TEMPORARILY SLIPPED BACK 
INTO THE TASS "BAD GUY" COLUMN. AS WITH THE FEBRUARY 10 
TASS ARTICLE, SINGLING OUT OF VOA AND USIA THIS TIME 
AROUND CAN ONLY BE SEEN AS AN EXPRESSION OF PARTICULAR 
SOVIET DISPLEASURE OVER VOICE AND USIA (AND OVERALL USG) 
TREATMENT OF CURRENT ISSUES IN THE U.S.-SOVIET BILATERAL 
CONTEXT. 
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